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TEACHING FACULTY

1 The Faculty

1.1 Location

Chancellor Day Hall

3644 Peel Street

Montreal, Quebec H3A 1W9

Canada

Telephone: (514) 398-6666

Website: www.law.mcgill.ca

Faculty of Law Undergraduate Admissions
3644 Peel Street
Room 418, New Chancellor Day Hall
Montreal, Quebec H3A 1W9
Telephone: (514) 398-6602

Email: undergradadmissions.law@mcgill.ca

Graduate Programmes in Law
McGill Faculty of Law
3661 Peel Street
Montreal, Quebec H3A 1X1
Telephone: (514) 398-3544
Fax: (514) 398-8197
E-mail: gradadmissions.law@mcagill.ca
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David Lametti; B.A.(Tor.), LL.B., B.C.L.(McG.), LL.M.(Yale),
D.Phil.(Oxon) (on leave)

Roderick A. Macdonald; B.A., LL.B.(York), LL.L.(Ott.), LL.M.(Tor.)
(F.R. Scott Professor of Public and Constitutional Law),
F.R.S.C.

Desmond Manderson; B.A.(Hons.), LL.B.(Hons.)(A.N.U.),
D.C.L.(McG.) (Canada Research Chair)

Michael Milde; LL.M., Ph.D.(Charles), Dip. Air and Space
Law(McG.)

Marie-Claude Prémont; B.Eng(Sher.), LL.L, Ph.D.(Laval)

René Provost; LL.B.(Montr.), LL.M.(Berkeley), D.Phil.(Oxon)

Geneviéve Saumier; B.Com, B.C.L., LL.B.(McG.), Ph.D.(Cantab.)
(on leave)

Stephen A. Scott; B.A., B.C.L.(McG.), D.Phil.(Oxon); Emeritus
Professor

Colleen Sheppard; B.A., LL.B.(Tor.), LL.M.(Harv.)

Ronald B. Sklar; B.S.(N.Y.U.), LL.B.(Brooklyn), LL.M.
(Northwestern), LL.M.(Yale)

Lionel Smith; B.Sc.(Tor.), LL.B.(W.Ont.), LL.M.(Cantab.),
D.Phil.(Oxon) (James McGill Professor) (on leave)

Stephen A. Smith; B.A.(Queen’s), LL.B.(Tor.) D.Phil.(Oxon)
(Dawson Scholar) (on leave)

Margaret A. Somerville; A.M., F.R.C.S., A.u.A.(Pharm.)
(Adelaide), LL.B.(Sydney), D.C.L.(McG.), LL.D. Hon. Causa
(Windsor, Macquarie, St.F.X.) (Samuel Gale Professor of Law)

William Tetley; C.M., Q.C., B.A.(McG.), LL.L.(Laval)

Stephen Toope; A.B.(Harv.), B.C.L., LL.B.(McG.), Ph.D.(Cantab.)
(on leave)

Shauna Van Praagh; B.Sc., LL.B.(Tor.), LL.M.(Col.), J.D.S.(Col.)

lvan A. Vlasic; B.C.L.(Zag.), LL.M.(McG.), LL.M., J.S.D.(Yale);
Emeritus Professor

Catherine Walsh; B.A.(Dal.), LL.B.(New Br.), B.C.L.(Oxon)

Adjunct Professors

Kenneth Atlas; B.C.L., LL.B.(McG.)

Donald Bunker; B.A.(S.G.W.), B.C.L., LL.M., D.C.L.(McG.)

Pierre Deschamps; L.Sc.R., B.C.L.(McG.)

Robert Godin; B.C.L.(McG.), B.A.(Sir G.Wms.) (Wainwright
Fellow)

Sunny Handa; B.Com.(McG.), LL.B.(Tor.), LL.M., D.C.L.(McG.)

Andrew Harakas; B.A.(Michigan), LL.B.(Juris Doctor)(Michigan
State), LL.M., Air and Space Law(McG.)

Stéphane Lessard; LL.L.(Montr.), LL.M.(McG.), LL.B.(Ott.),
M.B.A.(W.Ont.)

Rod Margo; LL.M.(McG.), Ph.D.(London)

Peter Nesgos; D.C.L.(McG.)

John Saba; B.A., M.A., LL.B., LL.M., D.C.L.(McG.)

Francis P. Schubert; B.C.L., D.E.S. Rel. intern.,
Ph.D.Law(U.Geneva)

Peter VanFenema; LL.M.(McG.)

Ludof W. Van Hasselt; Ph.D.iur(Leyden)

Ludwig Weber; Lic iur, Dr. Jur(Heidelberg), LL.M.(McG.)

James Woods; B.A., B.C.L., LL.B.(McG)

1.7 Law Library Staff
John Hobbins; B.A., M.L.S.(McG.) Law Librarian
Louise Robertson; B.A., M.L.S.(McG.) AssociateLawLibrarian

Daniel Boyer; B.A.(McG.), LL.B.(UQAM), M.L.I.S.(McG.)
Wainwright Civil Law Librarian

TBA Instruction and InformationLibrarian

2 The Faculty of Law at McGill

2.1 History of the Faculty of Law to 1968

In the spring of 1848 a group of 23 students reading law for the Bar
of Quebec petitioned McGill College to grant them formal instruc-
tion leading to a degree in law. In their petition they pledged to

attend the courses offered by William Badgley, a prominent Mon-
treal advocate and circuit judge, who had since 1844 been giving
occasional lectures in law within the Faculty of Arts. In conse-
quence of this request the Board of Governors of McGill formally
established a programme of instruction in law on July 15, 1848.

In 1852 the Governors determined to establish a separate Fac-
ulty of Law, and when the new Faculty was formally constituted in
1853, William Badgley was appointed Dean.

Until the early 20th century McGill remained predominantly a
Civil Law faculty, preparing students for the practising profession
in Quebec. Throughout this period her faculty and graduates con-
tributed enormously to scholarship in the Civil Law. A particular
loyalty to the Civil Law and the Civil Code can be traced as far back
as McGill's first chancellor and fourth principal, Charles Dewey
Day, who was a member of the three-man Commission which
drafted the first Civil Code promulgated in 1866.

This excellence in the Civil Law has continued with scholars
such as Eugéne Lafleur, William de M. Marler, Arnold Wainwright
and Louis Baudouin. More recently, McGill has been a focal point
for the Revision of the Civil Code.

While the Civil Law has always been preeminent at McGill, as
early as 1915 the Faculty began to develop the concept of a
national legal education with the appointment of Robert W. Lee of
Oxford as Dean. By 1920 the Faculty was offering a three-year
B.C.L. Programme, a three-year LL.B. Programme, and a four-
year B.C.L./LL.B. Programme for those who wished to practice in
another jurisdiction or pursue a career in law teaching. Unfortu-
nately, local pressure led to the abandoning of the National Pro-
gramme in 1924. In the late 1920s Percy Elwood Corbett was
recruited to the Faculty, and the latter was the initiator of McGill's
second great academic strength, International, Constitutional and
Human Rights Law.

In 1928 the Faculty engaged Francis Reginald Scott. Over the
next 58 years at McGill, F.R. Scott established a reputation as an
outstanding constitutional lawyer and civil libertarian. This interna-
tional and human rights law profile was further enhanced when
Corbett persuaded John Humphrey to join the Faculty in 1936.
After a decade of teaching International Law, Humphrey left McGill
in 1946 to become first Director of the Division of Human Rights in
the United Nations Secretariat. He returned to McGill in 1966
where he continued to teach in Human Rights until his death in
1995.

The Faculty in 1946 engaged yet another professor who was to
become a leading international lawyer, Maxwell Cohen. Cohen
played a leading role in two further initiatives, which reflect McGill's
third great academic strength, the establishment of the Institute of
Foreign and Comparative Law in 1966, and the re-establishment
of the National Programme of Legal Education in 1968.

Further details of the Faculty's history may be found in lan C.
Pilarczyk, “A Noble Roster”: 150 Years of Law at McGill (1999)
(www.law.mcgill.ca/alumni/noble_roster-en.htm); S.B. Frost and
D.L. Johnston, “Law at McGill: Past, Present and Future” (1981),
27 McGill L.J./Rev. dr. de McGill 33; and in S.B. Frost, “The Early
Days of Law Teaching at McGill” (1984), 9 Dal. L.J. 150.

2.2 The National Programme since 1968 and the
Faculty’s New Curriculum

For over 150 years the Faculty has endeavoured to provide a
liberal education in law and jurisprudence suitable as a first train-
ing for the practice of law. Since 1968, the Faculty has offered a
national professional training which qualifies students to proceed
to the legal professions not only in Quebec, but also in all other
Canadian jurisdictions. The curriculum, while remaining within the
Faculty's control, reflects the expectations of the professional cor-
porations. It is constantly under review in order to respond to the
present and future needs of legal professionals in Canada, as well
as the requirements of those intending to pursue careers in the
public and private sectors in which legal training is an asset rather
than a formal qualification.

At McGill the study of law is more than a professional training.
It has long been acknowledged in the great universities of Europe
and North America that the scientific, liberal and independent
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law systems of Canada's several jurisdictions, as well as the ability
to situate analytical understanding of legal rules in a broader intel-
lectual and social context. The Faculty thus believes that disci-
plines such as history, social theory, economics, political science
and philosophy offer perspectives which inform the study of law.

McGill's courses reflect these broader themes in the history and
philosophy of law. All students enrol in the first-year course Foun-
dations for an initial exposure to these themes. Later, students
may elect from a number of perspectives courses, in which law is
studied in its social setting. For this reason, the requirement that
all students in the Faculty take a significant number of credits
offered within each of the two private law disciplines of the Faculty
— the civil law and the common law — is thought to be fundamental
to the nature of legal education pursued at McGill.

McGill insists upon the highest standards of learning and schol-
arship. Many professors have contributed to a comprehensive
treatise on Quebec private law; others have produced leading ref-
erence works in Corporation Law, Commercial Law, International
Law, Maritime Law, Air and Space Law and Constitutional Law.
Over the last five years, McGill has placed a considerable number
of students as law clerks at the Supreme Court of Canada. More-
over, the Faculty counts today a significant number of professors
who have served in the past as law clerks at the Supreme Court.

Excellence at McGill is reflected also in a commitment to offer-
ing students the opportunity to pursue elements of their legal edu-
cation in both the English and French languages. The graduation
of students expert in both the Civil Law and the Common Law and
thoroughly immersed in the historical and philosophical founda-
tions of law and legal ordering shared in the western legal tradition
are ideals embraced by all in the Faculty. For a discussion of
McGill's role in contemporary Canadian legal education see
J.E.C. Brierley, “Quebec Legal Education Since 1945. Cultural
Paradoxes and Traditional Ambiguities” (1986), 10 Dal. L.J. 5.

3 Admission to Undergraduate
Programmes

In September 1999, the Faculty of Law implemented a number of
exciting and significant changes to its programmes and curricu-
lum. The reforms affected the structure and content of all under-
graduate law programmes, including the joint programmes
(M.B.A./Law and Law/M.S.W.).

All correspondence and inquiries should be directed to:
Admissions Office
Faculty of Law
McGill University
3644 Peel Street
Room 418, New Chancellor Day Hall
Montreal, Quebec H3A 1W9

Telephone: (514) 398-6602

Fax: (514) 398-8453

E-mail: undergradadmissions.law@mcgill.ca
Website: www.law.mcgill.ca

3.1 Admissions Policy and Process

3.1.1 Admissions Policy

Law at McGill is a limited enrolment programme and admission is
very competitive. Recent experience shows that the number of
applications is approximately seven times greater than the number
of available places. Each year the Faculty admits approximately
170 new students. Successful applicants are chosen by the Fac-
ulty's Admissions Committee, based on academic records, linguis-
tic abilities, personal statements, extra-curricular and community
activities, as well as letters of reference.

The objective of the Faculty's admissions policy is to select
those applicants best suited to studying law in McGill's uniquely
comparative and bilingual environment. The Admissions Commit-
tee appraises the intellectual capacity of applicants, their curiosity

about law, and attends to criteria such as social commitment, polit-
ical insight, leadership skills, ability to work in teams, maturity, and
potential for growth through opportunity or adversity. In addition,

applicants must have substantial reading ability in, and aural com-
prehension of, both English and French. The Committee seeks to
achieve a socially diverse learning community drawn from across

2004-2005 Faculty of Law, McGill University



CATEGORIES OF APPLICANTS

Applicants wishing to pursue the joint programme must make
separate concurrent applications to, and be admitted by, both the
Faculty of Law and the Faculty of Management. Admission to the
Faculty of Law is made on the same criteria as if the applicant were
applying only into the Law programme. Admission to the Faculty of
Management depends, among other things, on the student's per-
formance on the GMAT. For further information about the M.B.A.
programme, please contact the Faculty of Management. Please
note that students must have completed an undergraduate degree
and have one year of employment experience following graduation
from their undergraduate degree in order to be admissible to the
M.B.A. programme. Candidates applying into the joint M.B.A./Law
programme should indicate in their personal statement their rea-
sons for doing so.

Students in the joint M.B.A./Law programme will do their first
year in the M.B.A. programme. The following year, their first year
of Law. The programme requires the completion of a total of 141
credits. Students who successfully complete the programme will
receive, usually after four and one-half years, a B.C.L., an LL.B.
and an M.B.A.

Students registered in the first year of the M.B.A. programme at
McGill University are eligible to apply to the Faculty of Law in order
to be admitted to the joint M.B.A./Law programme.

3.2.4 Law/M.S.W. Programme

McGill's Faculty of Law and School of Social Work offer a joint pro-
gramme enabling students to obtain both civil law and common
law degrees, and a Master’s degree in Social Work.

Applicants to the joint B.C.L./LL.B./M.S.W. programme must
make separate concurrent applications to the School of Social
Work and the Faculty of Law. Acceptance into the joint programme
is dependent on the applicant being admitted to both the School of
Social Work for the M.S.W. and the Faculty of Law for the
B.C.L./LL.B. Admission to the Faculty of Law is made on the same
criteria as if the applicant were applying only into the Law pro-
gramme. Please note that candidates must hold a Bachelor’'s
degree in Social Work in order to be eligible for admission to the
M.S.W. programme. Candidates applying into the joint Law/
M.S.W. programme should indicate in their personal statement
their reasons for doing so.

Candidates who hold an undergraduate degree in a discipline
other than Social Work may be eligible to undertake a Special
B.S.W., which can be completed in 13 months. Please contact the
School of Social Work for further details.

The joint Law/M.S.W. programme requires the completion of a
total of 132 credits. Students who successfully complete the pro-
gramme will receive, usually after four years, a B.C.L., an LL.B.
and an M.S.W.

3.3 Eligibility

3.3.1 Educational Requirements

Candidates must have a minimum of two years of university stud-
ies (60 credits), or a diploma of collegial studies (DCS) from a Que-
bec College of General and Professional Education (CEGEP), at
the time of registration. Students holding a French Baccalaureate
are also eligible to apply. Although candidates who have com-
pleted 60 credits of university study are eligible to apply to the Fac-
ulty of Law, the strength of the pool is such that almost all students
admitted in the 'university' category have completed an undergrad-
uate degree. Candidates admitted directly from CEGEP or a
French Baccalaureate should be aware that Bar Admission
requirements in some Canadian provinces and a number of states
include studies at the university level - prior to commencing studies
in law.

3.3.2 Language Requirements

McGill's integrated programme is unique in Canada because of its
comparative and bilingual character. All candidates must have
substantial reading ability in, and aural comprehension of, both
English and French. Since both English and French material will
be assigned in first-year courses, students must be able to read

complex texts in both languages from the outset of their studies.
First-year courses are offered in both English and French. A
number of upper-year courses are offered in one language only.
While examination questions are set in the language in which a
course is given, any examination may contain extensive materials
in either French or English. The Faculty's policy of passive bilin-
gualism permits students to submit written material, write exams
and ask questions in class in either English or French regardless
of the language of instruction. Students may also fulfil their Moot
Court requirements in either English or French.

Candidates intending to proceed to the Bar of Quebec or the
Board of Notaries of Quebec should carefully review section
14.1.1 “Language Requirements — Quebec”. The Charter of the
French Language imposes certain mandatory language require-
ments upon those seeking to practise the profession of Advocate
or Notary in Quebec.

3.4 Categories of Applicants

3.4.1 Aboriginal Applicants

Canadian Aboriginal persons are encouraged to apply to the Fac-
ulty of Law. An Aboriginal person of registered status is entitled to
financial assistance from the federal government for three years of
law study at McGill.

Aboriginal applicants who wish to enrol in a summer pre-law
programme may do so in the Program of Legal Studies for Native
People, offered at the College of Law of the University of Sas-
katchewan, or in Le programme pré-droit, given by the University
of Ottawa.

Further information concerning the Program of Legal Studies for
Native People may be obtained by writing to:

The Director

Native Law Centre

University of Saskatchewan

101 Diefenbaker Place

Saskatoon, Saskatchewal Tw ppl Tcs wh

| Law. An Abogb3 6s11.25 TD m Place
FurtheTBmme pré-droitments u2 at McGof Law oskatchewan
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ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE

3.5.3 Personal Statement

Applicants are asked to prepare a brief essay (two pages, signed)
explaining why they are interested in studying law, why at McGill
in particular, and how they might contribute to the life of the Fac-
ulty. This essay is extremely important, as it enables Committee
members to develop a fuller understanding of the candidate.

The Committee seeks to appraise an applicant's intellectual
curiosity, social commitment, political insight, leadership skills,
ability to work in teams, maturity and potential for growth through
opportunity or adversity. Candidates are invited to discuss any
information about themselves that might assist the Committee in
this task. For example, applicants may want to describe their expe-
rience as a member of a minority group, or factors which may have
made access to a university education difficult. The Faculty seeks
to achieve a socially diverse learning community made up of a bal-
ance of women and men, English and French speakers, as well as
representing different career aspirations, backgrounds, life experi-
ences and geographic origins.

Serious medical or personal difficulties may have had an
impact on an applicant's academic performance. If this is the case,
the applicant should make reference to these difficulties in his or
her personal statement, and provide supporting documentation as
appropriate.

3.5.4 Resumé

Applicants are asked to provide their resumé. It should highlight
the applicant's academic background and achievements, work
experience, volunteer and extra-curricular activities, and other sig-
nificant interests. If a candidate has worked during the school term,
the number of hours worked per week should be indicated on their
résumé. Candidates need not limit the résumé to one page.

3.5.5 Official Transcripts

Applicants must ensure that official transcripts for all university
studies completed to date and to be completed in the current aca-
demic year are forwarded to the Faculty of Law Admissions Office,
or submit official transcripts in an envelope sealed by the Office
of the Registrar where they were issued. Please note that candi-
dates must submit official transcripts or certified true copies of
results obtained in any studies carried out while on exchange
unless the marks, as well as the credits, obtained in courses taken
on exchange are included on transcripts issued by their home uni-
versity.

Transcripts in a language other than English or French must be
accompanied by an English or French translation provided either
by the school issuing the transcript or by a certified translator.
Applicants who are currently, or have been, enrolled at a CEGEP
must indicate their Permanent Code in their application and submit
a student copy of their results, showing marks up to and including
the most recent semester completed. McGill will obtain an official
transcript electronically from the Quebec Ministry of Education.

McGill University transcripts need not be requested by appli-
cants as the Admissions Office will obtain them directly from the
Office of the University Registrar. Please note that the Faculty of
Law at McGill does not receive transcripts through LSDAS.

Transfer students should forward the transcript of their winter-
term results as soon as they become available. Applications to
transfer cannot be considered without these results.

3.5.6 Law School Admission Test (LSAT)

The LSAT is not required for admission to the Faculty of Law at
McGill. However, if an applicant has taken or will be taking the
LSAT, the score obtained will be reviewed by the Admission Com-
mittee as part of its evaluation of a candidacy. Applicants who
have taken or will be taking the LSAT exam are required to report
the date(s) of sitting(s) and supply their LSAT Identification
Number (L + eight digits) in the appropriate places in the Tests
Taken section of the Web-based electronic application. Please
note that applicants are not required to provide the Faculty of Law
with a copy of their score as the Admissions Office accesses this
information directly. Failure to supply the information required to
obtain an LSAT score will adversely affect chances of admission.

Note: Candidates are strongly encouraged to write the LSAT by
December of the year prior to the year for which they seek admis-
sion. Candidates who register for the February LSAT risk that, by
the time the Committee reviews their application, there will no
longer be a place to offer even if the Committee wishes to admit.
Please remember, applications are sent to the Admissions Com-
mittee on the basis of the dates they are received and completed.

3.5.7 Letters of Recommendation

Applicants are asked to forward two letters of recommendation to
the Faculty of Law Admissions Office. Please note that while two
letters of reference are required, the file of a candidate who indi-
cates three referees will be considered incomplete until all three
letters of reference have been submitted to the Admissions Office.
Where an applicant is currently a student, the references should
be from current or recent professors or teachers. Where the appli-
cantis not a student, the references should be from persons famil-

McGill University, Faculty of Law 2004-2005
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4 Undergraduate Programmes of Study

4.1 The McGill Programme

The Faculty permits students to pursue an integrated programme
of studies which qualifies them for the Bar Admission Programmes
in all Canadian provinces. The Faculty grants concurrently both its
degrees — Bachelor of Civil Law (B.C.L.) and Bachelor of Laws
(LL.B.) —to candidates who have successfully completed 105
credits as follows:

4.1.1 Curricular requirements for Degrees
1. Required courses

2. Complementary Courses

3. Other Courses

Students must take such other complementary or elective courses
as are offered within the Faculty or approved as credit equiva-
lences in order to complete the 105 credit requirement.

For students who enter the Faculty in 2004-2005 or later, these
other credits may include up to six non-Law credits. For students
who entered the Faculty prior to 2004-2005, these other credits
may include up to 12 non-Law credits.

4. Minimum Writing Requirement

All students are required to submit at least one research paper.

This requirement may be satisfied by:

a) writing an essay in a course in which the essay constitutes no
less than 75% of the final grade;

b) writing aterm essay under independent supervision, for credit,
within the Faculty of Law;

c) writing an article, note or comment of equivalent substance
that is published or accepted for publication in the McGill Law
Journall078 iva-
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The essay must be written on a subject related to Commercial
Negotiation.

2. Complementary Courses (Group 2)

Students must take at least 33 credits from the following list of
courses, of which at least 6 credits must be non-Law credits:

Law

CMPL508 Research Seminar 1 (approval required)
CMPL509 Research Seminar 2 (approval required)
CMPL515 International Carriage of Goods by Sea
CMPL521 Trade Regulation

CMPL524 Entertainment Law

CMPL543 Law and Practice of International Trade
CMPL544 International and Domestic Documentary Sales
LAWG200 Sale

LAWG400 Secured Transactions

LAWG500 Complex Legal Transactions 1

LAWG501 Complex Legal Transactions 2

PROC349 Lease, Enterprise, Suretyship

PRV4435 Restitution

PRV5483 Consumer Law

WRIT301 Commercial Law Internship

WRIT481 First Research Seminar (approval required)
WRIT482 Second Research Seminar (approval required)
Economics

ECON546 Game Theory

Management

MRKT354 Marketing Management 2

MRKT452 Consumer Behaviour

ORGB420 Managing Organizational Teams

4.3.2 Curricular requirements for Major Concentration in
Dispute Resolution

1. Complementary Courses (Group 1)
Students must take one of the following courses:

WRIT491 Term Essay 1
WRIT492 Term Essay 2
WRIT 493 Term Essay 3
WRIT494 Term Essay 4
WRIT495 Term Essay 5
WRIT496 Term Essay 6

The essay must be written on a subject related to Dispute Resolu-
tion.
2. Complementary Courses (Group 2)

Students must take at least 33 credits from the following list of
courses, of which at least 6 credits must be non-Law credits:

Law

CMPL502 Canon Law

CMPL508 Research Seminar 1 (approval required)
CMPL509 Research Seminar 2 (approval required)
CMPL513 Talmudic Law

CMPL517 Comparative Legal Institutions
CMPL518 Policies, Politics and Legislative Process
CMPL521 Trade Regulation

CMPL533 Resolution of International Disputes
LEEL369 Labour Law

PUB2400 The Administrative Process

WRIT300D1/D2Dispute Resolution Internship

WRIT440 Clerkship A
WRIT481 First Research Seminar (approval required)
WRIT482 Second Research Seminar (approval required)

Educational and Counselling Psychology
EDPC501 Helping Relationships

EDPC502 Group Processes and Individuals
Islamic Studies

ISLA706D1/D2 Islamic Law

Jewish Studies

JWST316 Social and Ethical Issues Jewish Law 1
Management
ORGB633 Managerial Negotiations

Political Science

POLIG77 International Crisis, Conflict, War
Social Work
SWRK374 Community Development/Social Action

4.3.3 Curricular 