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GO\ERNMENT STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Figurel shows the breakdown of82.98M government aid by major jurisdiction.
Approximately $% is norrepayable grants. While theumber of recipients decreased by 8.3%
over the prior year,lte amount of government aid increased by 4.3%he decline in
government aid applicants across nearly all jurisdictions is likely @@MiBd as many

students studied remotely from their fafidal home, and/or had savef@deral benefits such as
CERB and CESB. As a resdtptoportion of students receiving government aid to help fund
their studies dropped to 23%f full-time degreestudentswith access to Canadian 0OtS.
government aid programs

Figure 1 Government aid (grants and loans) by jurisdiction,
all students, in millions,82.98M total
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Alberta $3.79,5%_____

British Columbi

5.01, 6%
$ ° Quebec $45.29,
United State 55%

$5.99, 7%

Ontario, $18.47,
22%

MGGILLNEEDBASED SUPPORT

Adequate student financial support is a key component towards attracting a diverse student
body, especially for students with significant need. Substantial increases in funding for McGill
financial aid programs are bringing us closer to our goal of ergsalliqualified studentsan

gain access to McGill, regardless of tHigancial circumstances

Growth in McGill's neetbasedaid programss made possible by the University’s commitment
to setaside a portion ohet newrevenue derived from tuition increasésr student financial
support. A depicted in Figure 2, t020 21 central allocation of $1.2M represents an
increase of 9.8% ovéhe previous yearTuition setaside budget is confirmed at $13.2M for
2021/22 and $15.6Mfor 2022/23
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Figure 2 Needbased Aid Allocated from Tuition S&sides

Funding for students is further enhanced by generous alumni and donors and due to the efforts
of University Advancement (UApd the faculties. Also noteworthgthat McGillstudents
makesignificant contributionsn support of studentsn financial neegdoften with matching
contributions from the University, including but not limited to:

x Student Society of McGill Universitthrough the SSMU Access Bursary Fund and the
World University Service of Canada (WUSC) Student Refugee Program

X Post Graduate Students Societthrough the PGSSeedBased Bursary Program

X The Arts Undergraduate Societyhrough AUS Work Studydgramand the AUS
Enriched Educational Opportunities Bursary Program.

X The Science Undergraduate Societhreugh the SUS Work Studyogram

The Scholarships & Student Aid team is privileged to witness the vital differencédased-aid
makes in students’ lives on a daily bag\Mppendix 2contains several examples out of countless
written thanks received in 20201.
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TYPES OWCGILL NEERASED SUPPQRITdegreestudents)

McGill offersseveralprograms to assist students in need, which are available to atirhel{or
“deemed fulltime”?) students in degree programs: bursaries, lo#rat are interestfree during
studies,aWork StudyProgramuition fee deferrals There are also special undergraduate
bursaryprogramslinked to admissions and mobility for afempus experiences.
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In-Course Bursary Program

ForundergraduatesIn-Coursebursariesmeettheir ongoing needsEntrance bursary recipients
tend to return for aid in subsequent years, but there are also studentswatly emerging
financial difficulties in their uppegrears of studyeeking support for the first timeThis was
especially the case due to COVID. AppendiRows aincrease of 28.6% undergraduate In
Coursebursar dollarsandan increase ©4%in the number of undergraduate recipients
compared to the prior year.

Graduatestudents may also apply for-fbourseaid for unanticipated financial difficulties
emergencies or temporamterruptionsin graduatefunding.Appendix 1 shows an increase of
38.6% in bursary dollars and &Y% increase in the number of graduate reaipseas
compared to the prior year. While the majoriy this envelope continues to be directed to
those receiving government giatho have dependent childreor are in their final year of
study, there is a steadyncrea® of recipientsvho do not fit this typicaprofile. The
proliferation of recipients is connected togent pandemigelated need.

Overall, the combined spending of all bursaries for all studen&X20/21 was24% higher than
in the previous year. Thanks to increased fundihg,University hd the ability to respond to
studentsin financial need with higher amounts of aid.

Pandemic responsén response to the economic impact of COVID on students, the University
provided dedicated funds to assist with relocation, quarantine, tools for remote studiesfout
pocket expenses related to cancelled mobility opportunities, unexpected job loss padses
due to the pandemic. For FY20 and FY21 combined, 56% of these funded were provided by
Quebec’s Ministry of Education and 36% of funds were raised by University Advancement
towards COVID Student Emergency Bursaries, thanks to the generous supimroc.

In 2020/21, 1289 unique students received COMIBted aid amounting to $2,781,874. This
compares to 404 unique students receiving $722,983 in the prior year frosMaidh campus
closures to fiscal year end of April 30, 2020. Considering all @elsi€d aid cumulative to

date, undergraduate/graduate distribution was 71%/29%, with @7#ll aid in the form of
non-repayable bursaries. 63% of dollars went to international students, many of whom were
not eligible for federal relief programs.

McGill Loans

Loans while not the preferred form of aid, continue to be essentidiey are used botto
establish higher packages of aid for students who are not indebted through government
student loansas well as to bridge fundingor example, many shetérm loans were issued to
government aid recipients who experienced payment delays, and these intieeesibans
were repaidonce their funding was in hand.
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Improving access and diversity
A robust financial aid program is fundamental to strategic recruitment and retention. It
supports universal access and improves diversity

x McGill's Entrance BursaBrogram makes needased aid available to all (first time, first
degree)newly admittedundergraduatesregardless of geographic origin and citizenship.
Inthe 2020/21 cycle,approximatelyd6% of entrance neeldlaseddollars were offered

to non-
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Undergraduate Faculty/Department Awards

While entrance scholarships are an effective tool to attract the best students to Mc&ill, In
Courseawards recognize meritorious achievement during studibs Gategory not only
includes facultyadministered scholarships, prizes and convocation awards, but also stipends
paid from researchergjrants as well as awards from granting agenclésgs complete picture

as shown iMppendix 1, represents total value of $2.7M
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LoranScholarships
McGil has welcomed the most
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2020/21 Report on Scholarships & Student Afppendix2

The Scholarships & Student Aid team is privileged to witness the vital differencdased aid
makes in students’ lives on a daily basis. Below are several examples out of countless written thanks
received from financial aid recipienits 2Q20/2 1:

“I am writing to s incerely thank you and your team for the help | received. Even though my situation

was unique and challenging, we were able to reach a solution with remarkable speed thanks to you and
the generous donors. | can only express gratitude and reiterate on how proud | a m to have graduated
from McGil |.”

“I would like to express my sincere gratitude to you and [your team] for offering me the SSMU Access
Bursary . [..] Thank you very much for your recognition and the effort for supporting as many students
as possible financially on their academic journey. | am also deeply touched by the student- helping-
student initiative of the SSMU Access Bursary, and | commit to bringing the spirit of this bursary with
me to my future academic and professional pursuits. "

“, GRQ-W NQRZ LI \RX UHPHPEHU PH EXW \RX LQWHUYbHWZHG PH EDFN LQ $XJXV\
recommendation | received a huge amount of bursary in November that changed my life. | had

previously emailed you, but | was thinking about the impact you had in my life in the past few days and

just wanted to let you know how grateful | am. Since the time | received the aid | have been fully

IRFXVHG RQ P\ VWXGLHV JRW “"$pv ODVW VHPHVWHU DQG ,-P GRLQJ YHU\ ZHO(
well. | have my panic attacks, as a result of anxiety, under control and all t his because of your great

help.”
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