
 1 

mailto:daniel.douek@mcgill.ca


 2 

It is important to be clear about the extreme ways in which this conflict now resonates: Since the 

outbreak of the current war on October 7, hate speech and violent incidents against Jews, 

Muslims, and Palestinians have spiked across North America, including on university campuses. 

This has included the shooting and wounding of three Palestinian men celebrating Thanksgiving 

in Vermont; the stabbing death of a Palestinian child in Chicago; the death by involuntary 

homicide of a Jewish protester in California

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/antisemitic-anti-muslim-incidents-israel-hamas-war-anti-defamation-league/
https://www.npr.org/2023/12/03/1216852611/palestinian-student-shot-in-vermont-is-paralyzed-from-chest-down-his-family-says
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/30/illinois-man-pleads-not-guilty-in-killing-of-palestinian-american-boy
https://apnews.com/article/man-killed-california-protests-israel-hamas-war-13eb9cd0305dc0d0d822c355db7b1de6
https://apnews.com/article/man-killed-california-protests-israel-hamas-war-13eb9cd0305dc0d0d822c355db7b1de6
https://www.businessinsider.com/cornell-university-student-arrested-after-threats-to-kill-jewish-peers-2023-10
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2023/12/18/synagogue-bomb-threats-across-us/71958702007/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/montreal-jewish-school-gunfire-1.7026640
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/concordia-bans-two-from-campus-after-investigation-into-altercation
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/how-tech-platforms-fuel-u-s-political-polarization-and-what-government-can-do-about-it/
https://www.vox.com/2018/7/27/17618756/jaron-lanier-deleting-social-media-book-kara-swisher-too-embarrassed-podcast
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/disinformation-and-hate-speech-on-social-media-contribute-to-inciting-war-crimes-against-gaza/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/14/tech/social-media-misinformation-israel-hamas/index.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexandralevine/2023/11/09/social-media-dividing-colleges-israel-gaza-war-penn-harvard-facebook/?sh=3f1279f019b1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexandralevine/2023/11/09/social-media-dividing-colleges-israel-gaza-war-penn-harvard-facebook/?sh=3f1279f019b1
http://naip-documents.blogspot.ca/
https://medium.com/@lportwoodstacer/how-to-email-your-professor-without-being-annoying-af-cf64ae0e4087
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Assignments and Grading: 

 

1-Short Analysis Paper (10%): (posted 24 Jan., due 28 Jan.) 

-Approx. 1000 words in length 

2- 

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
/access-achieve/
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Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le 

droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans le cas 

des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue).  

 

Course Evaluations: End-of-course evaluations are one of the ways that McGill works towards 

maintaining and improving the quality of courses and the student’s learning experience. You will 

be notified by e-mail when the evaluations are available. Please note that a minimum number of 

responses must be received for results to be available to students. 

Copyright of Lectures: All slides, video recordings, lecture notes, etc. remain the instructor’s 

intellectual property. As such, you may use these only for your own learning (and research, with 

proper referencing/citation) ends. You are not permitted to disseminate or share these materials; 

doing so may violate the instructor’s intellectual property rights and could be cause for disciplinary 

action. 

 

https://thepointmag.com/dialogue/after-october-7th/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_8203139_nl_Chronicle-Review_date_20231106&cid=cr&source=ams&sourceid=
https://thepointmag.com/dialogue/after-october-7th/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_8203139_nl_Chronicle-Review_date_20231106&cid=cr&source=ams&sourceid=
https://theconversation.com/israels-domestic-turmoil-raises-serious-questions-about-its-long-term-survival-204009
https://theconversation.com/israels-domestic-turmoil-raises-serious-questions-about-its-long-term-survival-204009
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67480680
https://www.thedriftmag.com/a-desperate-situation-getting-more-desperate/
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Adam Schatz. 2023. “Vengeful Pathologies” London Review of Books Vol.45, No.21 (2 

November) 

 

 

Week 2 (15 Jan.): Introducing the Conflict 

Caplan, Ch. 1-2, “Problems in Defining the Conflict,” and “Defining the Conflict, 

Nevertheless,” pp. 1-38.  

 

Recommended:  

Edward E. Azar, et. al, “Protracted Social Conflict; Theory and Practice in the Middle East,” 

Journal of Palestine Studies 8, no. 1 (Autumn 1978): 41 - 60.  

Kelman, Herbert C., “The Interdependence of Israeli and Palestinian National Identities: The 

Role of the Other in Existential Conflicts,” Journal of Social Issues 55, no. 3 (1999): 581-600.  

 

(17 Jan.): Conflict Origins & Background  

 Caplan, Ch. 3 “Background to 1917,” pp. 41-55  

Rashid Khalidi, Palestinian Identity (New York: Columbia University Press 1998) pp. 145-177.  

Walter Laqueur, A History of Zionism (New York: MJF Books, 1972) pp. 589- 599.  

Primary documents (Available here: Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace): - Theodor Herzl, “Der 

Judenstaat” - The Basle Declaration “The McMahon Letter” (1915) “The Sykes-Picot 

Agreement” (1916) “The Balfour Declaration” (1917)  

 

Recommended: 

Khalidi, Rashid. 2020. The Hundred Years' War on Palestine: A History of Settler Colonialism 

and Resistance, 1917-2017 (version First edition) First ed. New York: Metropolitan Books, 

Henry Holt and Company, Preface and Ch.1 

Samih K. Farsoun, Palestine and the Palestinians. Boulder, 1997. - Edward W. Said, The 

Question of Palestine. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1980. - Yael Zerubavel, Recovered 

https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v45/n21/adam-shatz/vengeful-pathologies
http://naip-documents.blogspot.ca/
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/30/opinion/30iht-edsatloff30.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/30/opinion/30iht-edsatloff30.html
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***Short Analysis Paper Posted 24 Jan., due 28 Jan.*** 

 

Week 4: (29 & 31 Jan.): The 1956 and 1967 Wars 

Caplan, Ch. 7. “Israel and the Arab States, 1949-1973,” pp. 131-159.   

R.B. Parker. 1993. The Politics of Miscalculation in the Middle East, pp.3-58, available via the 

library website as an e-book 

Laura James, “Nasser and his Enemies: Foreign Policy Decision Making in Egypt on the Eve of 

the Six Day War,” MERIA 9, no. 2 (June 2005): 23-38.  

Primary Documents (links via MyCourses): - UN Security Council Resolution 242 

 

Recommended:  

David Tal, “Israel’s Road to the 1956 War,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 28, no. 

1 (February 1996): 59 - 81.  

Michael Oren, “Did Israel want the Six Day War?” The Jerusalem Post 14/5/07  

-Abba Eban, “Speech at the Special Assembly of the United Nations June 19, 1967   

 

***Research Essay Assignment Posted 31 Jan.*** 

 

Week 5: (5 & 7 Feb.): Palestinian Militancy and the 1973 War  

Caplan, Ch. 8, “Back to the Core: Israel and the Palestinians,” pp. 160-177  

Avi Shlaim, "National Intelligence Failures: The Case of the Yom Kippur War," World Politics 

(April 1976) 

Bahgat Korany, “The Glory That Was? The Pan-Arab, Pan-Islamic Alliance Decisions, October 

1973,” International Political Science Review 5, no. 1 (1984): 47 –74.  

 

Recommended: 

Shazly, Saad El-Din. 1980. The Crossing of the Suez 

http://www.jpost.com/Features/Article.aspx?id=61307
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2002/11/Abba%20Eban


https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/17/opinion/a-preventable-massacre.html
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israelpeace-conference/1.601978
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israelpeace-conference/1.601978
http://www.meforum.org/2729/arabs-vs-abdullah-plan
http://www.meforum.org/2729/arabs-vs-abdullah-plan
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/obama-searches-for-middle-east-peace/2012/07/14/gJQAQQiKlW_story.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/harper-s-support-for-israel-political-philosophical-or-both-1.1206070
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/how-stephen-harper-has-weakened-canadas-status-in-palestine/article16404242/
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v28/n06/john-mearsheimer/the-israel-lobby
https://chomsky.info/20060328/
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David Remnick “The Lobby” New Yorker 3 September 2007.  

Christopher Hitchens, “Overstating Jewish Power” Slate Magazine, March 2006. 

Paul D. Miller. 2014. “Evangelicals, Israel, and US Foreign Policy” Survival Vol.26 No.1 pp.7-

26  

 

Recommended: 

Mark Lander, “Potent Pro-Israel Group Finds Its Momentum Blunted,” New York Times, 3 Feb 

2014  

Mitchell Bard, “The Arab Lobby: The American Component,” Middle East Quarterly XVII: 4 

(Fall 2010), pp. 3-15. 

Ariel Ilan Roth, “Reassurance: A Strategic Basis of U.S. Support for Israel,” International 

Studies Perspectives, Vol. 10, No. 4 (2009), pp. 378-393.  

William B. Quandt, Peace Process: American Diplomacy and the Arab-Israeli Conflict Since 

1967 (Wash. D.C.: The Brookings Institution Press, 2005), pp.1-20 (access it via google books) 

 

 

Week 10: (18 & 20 Mar.): The First Intifada and the Oslo Peace Processes 

Caplan, Ch. 10, “From Boycott to Mutual Recognition”  

Salim Tamari, “What the Uprising Means.” in Intifada: The Palestinian Uprising Against 

Israel. Zachary Lockman and Joel Beinin (eds). Boston: South End Press, 1989. pp. 127-138 

(Ch. 9). 

Ziad Abu-Amr, “The Politics of the Intifada,” in Michael C. Hudson, ed. The Palestinians: New 

Directions. Washington, DC: Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, Georgetown University, 

1990, pp. 3-23  

 

Recommended:  

Avi Shlaim. “The Oslo Accord” Journal of Palestine Studies XXXIII (3) 1994, pp.24-40. 

Johnson, Penny, Lee O’Brien, and Joost Hiltermann. “The West Bank Rises Up.” Intifada: The 

Palestinian Uprising Against Israel. Zachary Lockman and Joel Beinin (eds). Boston: South End 

Press, 1989. Pp. 29-40. Anne Grace, “The Tax Resistance at Bayt Sahur,” Journal of Palestine 

Studies 19.2 (Winter, 1990), pp. 99-107. - Mary King, The Quiet Revolution - Smith, “From 

Pariah to Partner: The PLO and the Quest for Peace in Global and Regional Contexts, 1984-

1993” - R. Hinnebusch. “Does Syria Want Peace?” Journal of Palestine Studies. XXVI (1): 1996, 

pp.42-57 

 

 

Week 11: (25 & 27 Mar.): The Second Intifada and the Gaza Wars 

Robert Malley and Hussein Agha, “Camp David: The tragedy of errors”, The New York 

Review of Books, August 9, 2001  

Dennis Ross, Gridi Gristein, Hussein Agha, Robert Malley, “Camp David: An exchange”. 

The New York Review of Books, September 20, 2001  

Jaeger, David. A., Esteban F. Klor, Sami H. Miaari, and M. Daniele Paserman. 2014. “Can 

Militants Use Violence to Win Public Support? Evidence from the Second Intifada.” Journal of 

Conflict Resolution 

Daniel Byman and Natan Sachs, “The Rise of Settler Terrorism,” Foreign Affairs 19.5 

(Sep/Oct 2012): 73-86.   

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/09/03/the-lobby
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/fighting_words/2006/03/overstating_jewish_power.html
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2001/08/09/camp-david-the-tragedy-of-errors/
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2001/sep/20/camp-david-an-exchange/


 

https://www.lrb.co.uk/v36/n15/mouin-rabbani/israel-mows-the-lawn
https://media3-criterionpic-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/htbin/wwform/006?T=MON1895
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/59377/glenn-e-robinson/being-yasir-arafat-a-portrait-of-palestine-s-president
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-enemy-below-why-hamas-tunnels-scare-israel-somuch/2014/07/25/c7ef0902-1281-11e4-9285-4243a40ddc97_story.html?hpid=z3
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/the-enemy-below-why-hamas-tunnels-scare-israel-somuch/2014/07/25/c7ef0902-1281-11e4-9285-4243a40ddc97_story.html?hpid=z3
http://www.biu.ac.il/SOC/besa/perspectives68.html
https://besacenter.org/perspectives-papers/hamas-defeated-next-time/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/05/iran-israel-syria/560210/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-what-will-be-the-end-game-between-israel-and-iran/
https://www.cfr.org/in-brief/whats-fallout-killing-top-iranian-nuclear-scientist
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https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/.premium-why-iran-thinks-it-has-an-insurance-policy-against-an-israeli-or-u-s-1.6387189
https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/.premium-why-iran-thinks-it-has-an-insurance-policy-against-an-israeli-or-u-s-1.6387189
http://carnegieendowment.org/2010/08/24/palestinian-israeli-direct-talks-case-for-regional-approach-pub-41421
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2014/10/16/should-nations-recognize-a-palestinianstate?action=click&pgtype=Homepage&version=Moth-Visible&module=inside-nytregion&region=inside-nyt-region&WT.nav=inside-nyt-region
http://www.ispeacepossible.com/howTo.htm
https://video-alexanderstreet-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/watch/budrus
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israelpeace-conference/1.601486
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israelpeace-conference/1.601486
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/15/opinion/sunday/two-state-illusion.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/17/opinion/a-two-state-criticand-his-critics.html?src=recg&_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/06/opinion/naftali-bennett-for-israel-two-state-is-no-solution.html
http://www.newrepublic.com/article/118751/how-israel-palestine-peacedeal-
http://www.newrepublic.com/article/118751/how-israel-palestine-peacedeal-
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/13/magazine/13Israel-t.html?_r=1
http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/1.603899
http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/1.603899
http://www.ipcri.org/index.php/projects/research-and-information/64-confederationsolution-to-the-conflict
http://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21573559-%20israels-right-frustrated-palestinians-and-assorted-idealistic-outsiders-are-talking-futures
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israel-peace-conference/1.601122
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israel-peace-conference/1.601993


 11 

Israel Studies Forum 21, no. 2 (Winter 2006): 58-84. Barak Ravid, “The secret fruits of the peace 

talks, a future point of departure?” Haaretz 5 July 2014.  

 

 

 

Last Class: (11 April) – The Abraham Accords and the Palestine Impasse 

Blum, Howard. 2017. “What Trump Really Told Kislyak After Comey Was Canned” Vanity 

Fair (22 November) 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israel-peace-conference/.premium-1.603028
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israel-peace-conference/.premium-1.603028
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2017/11/trump-intel-slip
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/israeli-palestinian-peace-deal-its-much-harder-than-trump-thinks/article35105187/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-54151712
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/09/30/israel-uae-bahrain-palestinians-peace/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2018/07/13/anti-semitism-doesnt-bother-benjamin-netanyahu-if-it-comes-from-his-political-allies/?utm_term=.aa8651b127b7
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2018/07/13/anti-semitism-doesnt-bother-benjamin-netanyahu-if-it-comes-from-his-political-allies/?utm_term=.aa8651b127b7
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/israeli-saudi-and-emirati-officials-privately-pushed-for-trump-to-strike-a-grand-bargain-with-putin
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/israeli-saudi-and-emirati-officials-privately-pushed-for-trump-to-strike-a-grand-bargain-with-putin


 12 

coordinates academic and social events and services, provides advising and student support, 

and enhances the relationship between students, staff, and administration as student liaisons. 

Office: Leacock 420. Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/McGill.PSSA/ 

Website: https://www.mcgillpssa.ca  

Assessment and Re-Read Policy Department of Political Science 

Liaison Librarian for Political Science  

Need help doing research for a paper? Our very own library liaison, Hye-jin Juhn, is dedicated to 

helping you find the sources you need as well as providing you access to software and resources 

to help organize and simplify the process. Hyejin.juhn@mcgill.ca 514-398-1087  

McLennan Library Building Additional Support: AUS Essay Centre 2  

Further Student Support Resources  

-The Student Wellness Hub offers activities and sessions remotely, available here. 

-Resources for 

https://www.facebook.com/����SM����.PSSA/
https://www.mcgillpssa.ca/
/politicalscience/files/politicalscience/assessment_and_re-read_policy_final.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2R9ikW9XASG7TWj9onKBmabFWy1Gxh-lgsKLZNKYdripeXqCEkKOohtmA
/wellness-hub/
/wellness-hub/support-campus-closure
/studentservices/closure-services
http://www.sacomss.org/wp/
/osvrse/
https://walksafe.ssmu.ca/resources/
https://nightline.ssmu.ca/
https://www.firstvoices.com/explore/FV/sections/Data/Kanehsat%C3%A0:ke/Mohawk/Kanien'k%C3%A9ha%20(Mohawk)%20%5BEng%5D
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