TENTATIVE SYLLABUS
(THE FINAL VERSION WILL BE POSTED ON THE COURSE WEBPAGE ON SEPTEMBER 4)

PHIL 634: Seminar in Ethics (Fall 2015)
Monday, 9:35-11:25 at Leacock 927

Instructor: Iwao Hirose

Email: iwao.hirose@mcgill.ca

Office: Leacock 924

Office hours: Wednesday 10:30-12:20

Theme: Advanced value theory

Value theory, or axiology, looks at what things are good or bad, how good or bad they are, and, most
fundamentally, what it is for a thing to be good or bad. Questions about value and about what is
valuable are important to moral philosophers, since most moral theories hold that we ought to
promote the good (even if this is not the only thing we ought to do). This course focuses on value
theory as it pertains to ethics, broadly construed, and provides a comprehensive overview of
contemporary debates pertaining not only to philosophy but also to other disciplines -- most notably,
political theory and economics. By the end of semester, you will be equipped with in-depth
knowledge about major theories and debates in contemporary value theory.

Main texts
Iwao Hirose & Jonas Olson (eds.). The Oxford Handbook of Value Theory (OUP, 2015). [You can
access this book for free from http://mcgill.worldcat.org/ ]
There will be one or two additional readings each week.

Background reading
This course is a seminar course aimed at graduate and honours students. Therefore, | will assume the
intermediate level of knowledge and analytical skills in normative and meta ethics. You may feel
more comfortable if you read the following chapters/books before mid September.
Mark Schroeder. dValue theoryd, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. [Free access]
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/value-theory/
Thom Hurka. 6Value theoryd, in David Copp (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Ethical Theory.
OUP, 2007. [Free access at Oxford Handbook Online]
Francesco Orsi. Value Theory. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015. [Course reserve at the library]

Format
Each week, two or three chapters/papers will be assigned, and you are required to email to
Professor Hirose two or more discussion topics/questions one day before each class.

Assessments (take-home exams are a requirement for completing this course)
1. Attendance: 10pt
2.


mailto:iwao.hirose@mcgill.ca
http://mcgill.worldcat.org/
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/value-theory/

Take-home exam

You will be asked to write TWO essays: one in October, the other in December. You will choose one
topic out of three given topics. Each essay must be MAX 3,000 words (no minimum). You will be
given TWO weeks to write each essay. Please send a PDF file to Professor Hirose via email.

Late exam submission and extensions

Late exam will be downgraded at a rate of 5 points per 24 hours on their final grade for the course
(not 5% on grade for the take-home exam), including weekend/holiday days. Requests for
extensions will be considered (but not automatically granted) only when requested before the paper is
due and substantiated at the time of request by a doctoris note documenting illness.

Attendance

This is a seminar course -- the success of this course depends on your attendance, preparation, and
participation. Therefore, | will take attendance very seriously. There will be disproportional penalty
for two or more absences.

In accord with McGill Universityis Charter of Studentsi Rights, students in this course have the right
to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.

McGill University values academic integrity. All students must understand the meaning and
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the code of student conduct
and disciplinary procedures (see www.mcgill.caZintegrity for more information).



