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members are law professors and lecturers, we are committed to an interdisciplinary 

approach to human rights.  50% of our members are either cross-appointed or drawn from 

outside the Faculty of Law, and include political scientists, philosophers, anthropologists, 

geographers, historians, and specialists in religion and social work. As of December 2020, the 

CHRLP team comprised 35 Full Members and 8 Associate Members. 

 

Full Members 
 
Kirsten Anker (Law, McGill) 

Mark Antaki (Law, McGill) 

Jonas-Sébastien Beaudry (Law, McGill) 

Adelle Blackett (Law, McGill)  

Megan Bradley (Political Science, McGill) 

Angela Campbell (Law, McGill) 

François Crépeau (Law, McGill) 

Allison Christians (Law, McGill) 

Irwin Cotler (Law, Wallenberg Centre) 

Armand de Mestral (Law, McGill) 

Myriam Denov (Social Work, McGill) 

Bernard Duhaime (Law, UQAM) 

Pearl Eliadis (Law, McGill) 

Omar Farahat (Law, McGill) 

Evan Fox-Decent (Law, McGill) 

Jane Glenn (Law, McGill) 

David Howes (Anthropology, Law, 
Concordia) 

Sébastien Jodoin (Law, McGill) 

Derek Jones (Law, McGill)  

Alana Klein (Law, McGill)  

Jacob Levy (Political Science, 

Philosophy, McGill) 

Catherine Lu (Political Science, McGill) 

Marie Manikis (Law, McGill) 

Frédéric Mégret (Law, McGill) 

Víctor Muñiz-Fraticelli (Law, 
Political Science, McGill) 

Vrinda Narain (Law, McGill) 

Ronald Niezen (Anthropology, Law, 
McGill) 

René Provost (Law, McGill) 

Nandini Ramanujam (Law, McGill) 

Shaheen Shariff (Education, McGill) 

Colleen Sheppard (Law, McGill)  

Mirja Trilsch (Sciences Juridiques; 
UQAM) 

Jon Unruh (Geography, McGill) 

Shauna Van Praagh (Law, McGill) 

Daniel Weinstock (Law, Arts, McGill) 

A 

Centre Members 

Membres du Centre 

Associate Members 
Payam Akhavan (Law, Massey College) 

Michael Brown (ISID, McGill) 
Daniel Cere (Religious Studies, McGill) 
Laura Madokoro, (History, Carleton) 

Aristide Nononsi (Lawyers Without Borders Canada in Mali) 
Cecilia Thompson (Human Rights Consultant, Independent) 
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We celebrate the accomplishments of each of our members for their excellent work and 
contribution to their 
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North America
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Europe
13%

Asia & Oceania
34%

Africa
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South & Central 
America

27%

Global Distribution of Fellows and Researchers

 
 

he CHRLP continues to attract some of the brightest scholars and human rights 
professionals from around the world. We are privileged to receive support from a 
range of public and private funds that allows us to offer a wide variety of student 

and research fellowships and assistantships.  In 2020, we were pleased to host: 
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2¶%ULHQ Graduate Fellows 
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2¶%ULHQ Fellows in Residence 

8 

Associate Fellows 
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Visiting Researchers  

    6 

Rathlyn Disability Coordinators 

    5 

Student Researchers & Coordinators 

Membres et chercheurs 
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Pierre-Luc Bouchard, Canada, manages the Legal Aid Clinic of the 
Refugee Centre in Montreal. Over his career, Pierre-Luc Bouchard has 
represented several asylum seekers and refugees in their immigration 
procedures before the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada. He is 
also co-president of Alternatives, an organisation that works in 
international cooperation, and he is also a board member of the Milton 
Park Community. 

 
Abdourahmane Seck, Sénégal, est en poste à la Faculté des civilisations, 
des religions, des arts et de la communication de l'Université Gaston Berger 
de Saint-Louis, au Sénégal, où il enseigne au Centre d'étude des religions 
qu’il a dirigé entre 2012 et 2014. Il a une formation multidisciplinaire 
englobant la philosophie, l'anthropologie et l'histoire moderne et 
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CHRLP Blog  

Reclaiming Universal Human Rights in a 
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Crépeau, François et al, “From the 2015 European ‘Migration Crisis’ to the 2018 Global 
Compact for Migration: A Political Transition Short on Legal Standards” (2020) McGill 
Journal of Sustainable Development Law.  

Denov, Myriam, and Drumbl, M.  “



 
 

   





 
 

   

 

 

 

 

embers of the Centre collaborate and also work independently on their 
research.  Below is, again, only a sample of funded projects currently underway 
at the Centre and among the team.  M 

Payam 
Akhavan 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC), 2019-2020. “Strengthening 
Justice for International Crimes: A Canadian 
Partnership”.  

$10,412 

Kirsten 
Anker 

Fonds de Recherche de Quebec ± Société et 
Culture ± (FRQSC), 2019-2020. “Les humanités 
juridiques et les mondes du droit”.

 





 
 

   

21 
 

CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND LEGAL PLURALISM |  ANNUAL REPORT 2020 
 

Evan Fox-
Decent 

 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC), 2017-2023. “The Cosmopolitan 
Justice of International Law”. 
 

$189,411 

Evan Fox-
Decent 

 
Canada Research Chair (Tier 1), Cosmopolitan 
Law & Justice. 
 

$1,400,000 

Evan Fox-
Decent 
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement publique 

24 

The Bedouins in the Negev: Legal Pluralism, Indigenous 
Rights  
Date: February 3  
Speakers: Morad El Sana, Amal El Sana, Shauna Van Praagh  
 
 
 

In this transdisciplinary workshop, guests shared perspectives, arguments, and experience 
from the Bedouin community in the Negev. Indigenous rights claims, the potential of legal 
pluralism, and the interaction of advocacy and service in the pursuit of empowerment and 
equality were subjects of critical and constructive exploration and discussion. 

 

NASRIN Film Screening & Panel 
Discussion  
Date: November 5  
Panelists: Hon. Irwin Cotler, PC, OC, OQ, 
Homa Hoodfar, Jeff Kaufman  
Moderator: Vrinda Narain   
 
 
 

Filmed in Iran by women and men who risked arrest 
to make this film, NASRIN is an immersive portrait 
of one of the world’s most courageous human rights 
activists and political prisoners, Nasrin Sotoudeh, 
and of Iran’s remarkably resilient women’s right’s 
movement. 
 

 

 

 

Shortly following this film screening, Nasrin Sotoudeh was temporarily released from 
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Human Rights, the Sustainable Development Goals 
and the Law 
Date: May 15 
Co-hosts: Centre for International Sustainable Development Law, McGill 
Journal of Sustainable Development Law  
 

1R�3HDFH�ZLWKRXW�:RPHQ¶V�5LJKWV 
Date: June 23 
C0-host: Women Living under Muslim Laws Solidarity Network  
Speakers:  Sally Armstrong & Sima Samar 
Moderator: Vrinda Narain  

 
:RPHQ¶V�(QJDJHPHQW�LQ�6XVWDLQDEOH�3HDFH�%XLOGLQJ�LQ�
Afghanistan 
Date: August 20 
C0-host: Women Living under Muslim Laws Solidarity Network  
Speakers:  Zarin Hamid, Homa Hoodfar, Vrinda Narain, Mona Tajali, 
Zarqa Yaftali  
 

Annie MacDonald Langstaff Workshop Series: 
Inaugural Lecture with Yvonne Dausab 
Date: October 23 
Speaker: Yvonne Dausab 
Presented by Vishakha Wijenayake  

Annie MacDonald Langstaff Workshop Series: In 
Conversation with Julia Neiva  
Date: November 13 
Speaker: Julia Neiva 
Presented by Paula Martins  
 

 

 “I believe that the time I spent working with the CHRLP 
shaped me as an academic. The CHRLP welcomes students 
as equals, fully encouraging their engagement and 
supporting their innovations; this is the environment I try 
to replicate in my own classroom. I had the opportunity to 
organise and participate in events, network with scholars 
and activists from across the globe and contribute to the 
administrative life of the centre. In particular, I helped draft 
the centre’s annual report, which affirmed the rich academic 
life available for a human rights scholar.” 
 
—Francesca Farrington (O’Brien Graduate Fellow 2017) 
 

O’Brien Graduate Fellow Spotlight 

27 
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nspired by the 
fabled meeting place 
in ancient Rome, the 

Forum is a discussion 
group that brings 
together a diverse group 
of individuals, 
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30 

2. The Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
 

nder the guidance and leadership of Nandini Ramanujam, the Centre is 
dedicated to providing opportunities for both people with disabilities and 
those interested in becoming the next generation of advocates. 2020 has been 

an exciting year for raising awareness and opening up the Centre as a forum for 
discussion on a number of issues faced by people with disabilities. 

 

This summer, while working remotely with the Disability and Climate Justice 
Working Group, intern Kayla Maria Rolland (2020) explored human rights 
topics related to peace-building, disability rights and climate justice. As part of her 
role, she engaged with making web content and events more universally accessible.   

 

 
 

The Disability-Inclusive Climate Action Research Program (DICARP) is a new 
initiative and partnership between the Canada Research Chair in Human Rights and 
the CHRLP. Drawing on the “human rights model of disability,” DICARP works with 
disability and climate activists and experts from around the world to generate, co-
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“In the midst of these great global changes, at the outset 
of my internship I was apprehensive about how human 
rights work in Canada and around the world would be 
affected by public health restrictions. However, my 
experience this summer at the Raoul Wallenberg Human 
Rights Centre (RWCHR) has given me confidence that 
the field of human rights, and advocacy work in 
particular, possesses a resiliency that will assist it to 
emerge from this period stronger than ever.” 
 
—Andrea Salguero, RWCHR Intern 

Intern Spotlight (Summer 2020) 

“I spent the summer learning more about issues in climate 
justice, disability rights, and how these issues intersect. 
For example, persons with disabilities are more affected 
by climate change as a result of social, economic, and 
institutional barriers. Women, children, and minorities 
with disabilities are particularly impacted. I feel very 
lucky to have been involved with this partnership in its 
early stages. One of the benefits of having completed a 
human rights internship here at McGill is that I get to 
watch what the program will accomplish in the coming 
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The Centre’s Working Paper Series enables the dissemination of papers by students 
who have participated in the International Human Rights Internship Program. 
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“Beside the generous financial support I 
received, during my tenure as an O’Brien Fellow 
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McGill Centre for Human Rights and Legal 
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Centre sur les droits de la personne et le 

pluralisme juridique de McGill 

 

Faculty of Law, McGill University  

3644 Peel Street 
Montreal, QC, H3A 1W9 

Tel: 514-398-3577 

human.rights@mcgill.ca 

www.mcgill.ca/humanrights
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