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• People with dementia may find it particularly hard to understand why they are in an 
unfamiliar place without people who they love. They may be even more lonely and 
frightened than others. They may also be less able to communicate or adhere to 
instructions and safety measures. All these factors may lead to them having an 
increased risk of developing delirium during their hospital stay.  
 

• Many people with dementia are not able to make decisions for themselves and need 
others to support them to make decisions or to make decisions for them. The lack of 
visitation may make it harder for the hospital team to provide a patient-centred care plan. 
 

• It is important to plan in advance in case a person with dementia develops symptoms of 
COVID-19 that get worse. Medical advice is critical on whether the benefit of being 
admitted to hospital is worth the distress of being separated from family and isolated.  
These are weighty and difficult 



 

residents with suspected infections? Are hospitals willing to accept 
admissions? If not, what facilities are available for treating persons in the 
care home? Or for palliative care if their condition deteriorates?!
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At present there is no vaccine to prevent catching COVID-19. Current



 

the number of years of life saved. It is important to consider (1) patients’ 
likelihood of surviving to hospital discharge, assessed with an objective 
measure of acute illness 
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